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DISCLOSURE REQUESTED / UPDATE TO RR

In an article published in The Oxford Times on 6 March, dealing with Botley West, the Applicant’s representative [}
is quoted as saying on behalf of PVDP:

“We are not doing this as an act of vandalism. This is because in long discussions with National Grid, they say a solar

farm is needed in this area.”

A copy of the article is attached for your convenience. This was published after the closing date for registration of

Interested Parties.

You will have seen from our RR that we have analysed the Applicant’s claims in respect of Site Selection. There is no

reference in the Application documents to any guidance being received from National Grid about a site being needed in

this area. Neither does the National Grid on its web site give any guidance about where solar farms might best be located,

and it is our understanding that the NG does not in principle offer such guidance.

It is obviously important that the EXA and other parties to the Examination understand whether National Grid has offered

an opinion on the specific location of Botley West, or not; what that opinion was in detail; and when it was given.

We would, therefore, make a S51 request that the ExA requires the Applicant to disclose as Examination documents all

relevant correspondence and discussion that it has had with National Grid on this matter.

[Copy of Article attached.]



The

oxfordtimes.co.uk

DEVELOPERS wanting to build a
huge solar farm near Oxford have

dalism” - despite concerns it in-
volves the biggest ever single loss
of county Green Belt land.
The Botley West proposal would
be the largest solar farm in Eu-
“rope, covering 3,450 acres of land
encompassing 15 parishes around
Botley, Woodstock and Kidlington.
Much of the land is owned by the
Blenheim Estate.
The group behind the scheme
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denied it would be “an act of van-'

By Esme Kenney
uest.co.uk

says it would bring 840 megawatts
of renewable energy to about
330,000 homes in Oxfordshire,
However, opponents including
the Stop Botley West group and
the Campaign to Protect Rural
England (CPRE) fear its impact
on Oxford’s Green Belt, farming
land, the Blenheim Palace UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site, and
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Botley West firm defér{ids_ siting of plan

the visual landscape. The scale of
the development means a decision
must be made by the Planning In-
spectorate, and has to go through a
number of stages.

Representations are now being
considered by the Inspectorate at
the start of the examination stage,

West Oxfordshire District Coun.
cil submitted its own representa-
tion, raising concerns over the
impact on rural land.
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